Ganges Township Planning Commission

Regular Monthly Meeting Minutes DRAFT for February 24, 2009

Ganges Township Hall

119th Avenue and 64th Street

Fennville, MI, Allegan County

I. Call to Order and Roll Call


Commissioner Gooding called the meeting to order at 7:00PM.


Roll Call:  Chair: Sally Howard – Absent                     Vice-Chair: Dawn Soltysiak – Absent



      Secretary: Jackie DeZwaan – Present          Commissioner:  Jim Birkes – Absent 



      Commissioner: Barry Gooding – Present    Commissioner: Ed Reimink – Present



      Board Trustee:  Terry Looman – Present



      Zoning Administrator Tasha Smalley was also present.


Motion by DeZwaan, seconded by Looman to have Gooding serve as interim Chair.  Motion 
passed unanimously.

II.  Bill Hinz, Director of Environmental Health, Allegan County


Mr. Hinz was asked to reschedule his talk due to absences of the Commission members.

III. Public Hearing: I-2000 Special Use Permit, parcel 0307-012-019-00 and                      







     parcel 0307-008-008-00


First parcel: 0307-012-019-00 owned by Ron Clark, who was present.  Andrew Pastars, 
representative for I-2000, 2439 Byron Center, Wyoming, MI reported on the specifications of 
their request.  This would be a 120' tower to be used for high speed internet service. 


Public Comment:  Mr. Clark commented this would help the area which currently does not 



      have high speed internet and he felt the neighbors seem to support it. 


Public Comment were closed.


Commissioner comments:  Commission had received a letter from Doug Welsch, a neighbor to 




        the east of the requested tower, supporting that tower.


Second parcel: 0307-008-008-00 owned by Joel Johnson, not present.  Andrew Pastars said 
this would be a 100' tower, filling in gaps from South Haven to Holland.  A letter from Lucille 
Plummer was presented giving permission for the fall zone to be on her property.


Public Comment:  Dick Hutchins, 6326 118th Avenue, asked if I-2000 had looked at another 
tower currently on 68th Street. It was stated that rental on that tower was more expensive than 
constructing their own.  Also that tower was probably twice the height than was needed.


Gooding added that he thought that the tower was at capacity as far as putting more equipment 
on it.


Bob DeZwaan, 2259 68th Street, questioned the drop zones and concern of possibility of 
structures being built in that drop zone.


Gooding asked if an easement needed to be obtained.  Smalley said they do not need to since 
Johnson has a lease with Plummer and they had obtained what was needed.







1



Public Comment was closed.

IV. General Public Comment

There was no general public comments.

V. Correspondence

            Correspondence included:










Letter from Doug Welsch supporting the placement of the I-2000 tower.


Birkes monthly report to the Ganges Township Board


Privileged letter from the Township Attorney.

     VI.   Administrative Updates


A. Township Board:  Looman had nothing new to report.


B.  Zoning Board of Appeals: Gooding had nothing new to report.



C. Zoning Administrator:  Tasha Smalley had nothing new to report.

   VII.   Business Session


A.  Approval of prior minutes:


January 22, 2009- A motion was made by Looman to approve the minutes of the 


January 22nd Special  Meeting as presented.  Seconded by Reimink. Motion carries 


unanimously.


January 27, 2009 – A motion was made by DeZwaan to approve the minutes of the 
 
            
January 27th  Regular Meeting with corrections.  Seconded by Looman. Motion 
  
            
carries unanimously.


B.  Approval of Agenda


Add parcel number 0307-008-008-00 to number III.  I-2000 Special Use Permit and 


move item C. of number VII.  to 1 under E. New Business.


Motion was made by DeZwaan to approve the February 24th , 2009 Agenda with 


additions.  Seconded by Reimink. Motion carries unanimously. 

           C.  New Business



     1. I-2000 Special Use Permit Review.


     Parcel: 0307-012-019-00  - Ron Clark property            
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Gooding asked Mr. Pastars  if this was a free standing tower, and about the protective shield 
that was used on the example.


Reimink asked if I-2000 had done these requests before, feeling that more information could 
have been  included in the request. He sited several areas of concer in the request for the Special 
Use Permit such as 7B.6B1H, 7B.6B2G, 7B.63, 7B.66 and 7B.67, these concern fall zone, 
security fencing, landscaping, and egress/ingress.


DeZwaan asked about ability of co-location on other towers, but I-2000 submitted a letter siting 
costs being prohibitive.  There also are no towers within one mile of proposed tower.


DeZwaan made a motion to table the request of I-2000 for a tower on the Ron Clark property 
until a notarized letter of co-location inclusion, a drawing showing ingress/egress, and details 
for the required fence and landscaping are submitted.  Reimink seconded.  Motion approved 
unanimously.


Mr. Clark asked about requirements of the fence.


Parcel: 0307-008-008-00  - Joel Johnson property


There was discussion about the lease agreement Johnson has with Plummer and possible 
problems with distance to buildings. The same issues with fall zone, security fencing, 
landscaping and egress/ingress apply to this location as well as first request.


Reimink suggested looking at possibility of moving the tower so the fall zone is within 
Johnson's property and not on Plummer's property.


DeZwaan had concerns of the set back not being met, but Smalley said that the requirement 
was met with the letter of permission given by Plummer.


DeZwaan made a motion to table the request of I-2000 for a tower on the Joel Johnson 
property until language of the lease agreement between Johnson and Plummer can be 
reviewed, fencing and landscaping plans, ingress/egress drawing, alternate location 
consideration, notarized letter of co-location inclusion, and revised drawing showing more 
detailed dimensions are presented.  
Seconded by Looman.  Passed unanimously.


Smalley reminded Mr. Pastars that the requested information will need to be submitted two 
weeks before the scheduled meeting.  That date needs to be determined at the end of the 
meeting, so DeZwaan will notify I-2000 in a letter also repeating the requests made in the 
motion to table.


Reimink brought up the antenna that was located on Scenic View Farms water tower on 64th 
Street and the lack of a Special Use Permit.  Smalley said that I-2000 is now aware and will 
seek that permit.  Also stated that the Township encourages co-location.

      D.  Old Business
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 Looman expressed concerns regarding the Zoning Ordinance Update Project.  Do 


we still have a planner?  When are we in getting a draft to take to the Township Board? 



DeZwaan said that Howard is the contact person with the Planner.  She will contact 


Howard to get updated draft with revisions that have been made.  Several voiced 


concerns that items that had been gone through do not seem to be included in the 


information that is currently being used.   

      

E.  New Business



There was no new business.


VIII.
Zoning Ordinance Update Project



1. Status of Project with LSL- had previously been discussed.



2. Review



DeZwaan suggested that the Commission get done with what we have, then work on 


language for areas not addressed yet.



Gooding suggest forming committees for some of the areas that need to be worked on.



Reimink suggested waiting until the next Special Meeting to form those committees.



At the last Special Meeting the Commercial areas were reviewed.  A map was used to 


show use vs. zoned.



There is an Allegan County Planning Workshop on PUD's – if interested call Cindy 


Yonkers.



MTA Workshop – Intro to Planning and Zoning – need to contact the Board for 



approval.



Wind Generator Course – 26 weeks with certification available through KVCC.



There will be a joint meeting with the Township Board on Thursday, March 5th  



regarding rezoning issues with the Township attorney present.  Meeting will be at 


7:00pm.
















IX.    Work Summary & Future Meeting Dates  



The next Special Meeting is Thursday, March 19th  at 7:00PM at the Ganges Township 


Hall. 

















The next Regular Meeting is Tuesday, March 31st  at 7:00PM at the Ganges Township 


Hall








  















X.
General Public Comment
       



Bob DeZwaan, 2259 68th Street,  voiced concerns about drop zone around the proposed


towers, FCC/FAA requirement for towers concerning planes and airstrips.  He also had 


concerns that equipment may be walked in to these towers now but buildings being 


built after the towers 
are in and the need for ingress/egress.
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          XI.        Adjournment














   
      

Motion was made by Looman and supported by Reimink to adjourn.  Motion carries 
      

unanimously.  Adjourned at 9:35PM.

















Respectfully Submitted,

           

Diana VanDenBrink

           

Ganges Township Recording Secretary
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