FINAL 
GANGES TOWNSHIP PLANNING COMMISSION

SPECIAL MEETING MARCH 19TH, 2009 7:00PM

1. Call to order and Roll call

The meeting was called to order at 7:00pm  

Roll Call Present:  Howard, Soltysiak, DeZwaan, Looman, Gooding, and Reimink

Members Absent:  Birkes

Staff Present: Bare and Smalley

2. General Public Comment: NONE

3. Approval of Agenda

Motion to approve the March 19th, 2009 agenda as written was made by Gooding and supported by Looman.  Motion carried.

4. Review and approval of new Planning Commission Bylaws

DeZwaan stated that in the Bylaws there are no provisions for a Recording Secretary.

Howard stated that the wording that is there now is inaccurate and only the Township Board can hire a Recording Secretary.

Looman stated that there does need to be definition DISTINCTION between the duties and description of a Recording Secretary vs. the Planning Commission Secretary.

Soltysiak suggested that Section 5 could be added and label it STAFF.  It could be stated that the Recording Secretary is hired by the Township Board and will be responsible for preparing minutes as requested by the Planning Commission.

Howard also stated in Section 8 there should be an addition of the letter (i) stating that Roberts Rules of Order will be practiced GENRALLY FOLLOWED.

Looman stated that he had a concern of when GENERAL public comment should be addressed during the meeting.

Howard stated that it should stay the same and have public comment at the beginning and end of the meeting.  However, there should be a deletion of the statement “Public Comment: Items Not of the Agenda”.  It should just state “public comment”.

5. Zoning Ordinance Workshop

Continued Review of Business and Industrial Districts with emphasis on allowed uses within the districts.

Create schedule for completion.

Howard reported that the Board has stated that the Planning Commission needs to get to final on this workshop for changes to the Zoning Ordinance.  They also would like to get together with the Planning Commission to see where exactly things are.

Looman stated that the Board was under the assumption there was going to be some updates, not almost a complete re-write.  There have been some delays, but things need to start moving forward.

Howard proposed a work schedule to try and get things completed and stated that she would like to use this meeting to identify what needs to be finished and make some subcommittees to come together with proposals on changes that need to be done.  

Looman liked the proposed work schedule and believes that this could work.

Soltysiak thinks that maybe there needs to be one more month added to the schedule.

Gooding stated that it is very important that commercial properties need to be finished first since this was promised to the public.

Smalley stated that a subcommittee could come together and take care of that to get things moving faster.  

Soltysiak stated that some items do need to be voted on before the subcommittees can move forward.

Howard proceeded to go through the sections of the Zoning Ordinance and asked Planning Commissioners to volunteer to be on the subcommittee to come up with proposed changes.

A. Definitions – Howard

B. General Provisions – DeZwaan

C. Districts

a. AG, RES – Howard, Looman

b. Manufactured Home – Howard

c. Mixed Use, Industrial – Gooding, Soltysiak and Reimink

d. PUD – this is fine as is

e. Site Plan Review (with specific attention to signs) – DeZwaan, Birkes

f. Site Development Requirements – DeZwaan, Birkes

g. SLU – Soltysiak, Gooding, Reimink

h. Non-Conformities -  Looman, Reimink, Birkes

i. ZBA – this is fine as is

j. Administrative – this is fine as is

The above assigned subcommittees will work on their section for one month and come up with proposed changes to their sections.  This should be done in written format so the Planning Commission can review as a whole body THE COMMITTEE REPORTS.

Howard then proposed that May could BE a continuation of the April meeting, and then moving forward looking at August for final changes and to be finished with everything.

Looman stated that this proposal should satisfy the Board on the direction of the Planning Commission.  The Board is aware it takes time to make changes and they will be happy to see that August of 2009 is the proposed month for final changes.  

Howard said she would rework the schedule so she can submit it to the Board so they can see it in writing as well.  

Looman stated that he is concerned about the issue of barbed wire only being allowed in AG districts.

Smalley stated that there are special provisions for barbed wire in other districts.  However, it would be a good idea if maybe section 3.10C could be revisited.

Soltysiak stated that the handout she provided with the C1, C2 and Industrial Districts and the changes made to it should be put to a vote to adopt this as a guide.

Howard did make sure that this is only a guide and not a formal part of the Zoning Ordinance.  

Soltysiak then reviewed the document with the Planning Commissioners and went over the changes that were discussed at the last meeting.

Motion to adopt the criteria for C1, C2 and Industrial districts was made by Gooding and supported by DeZwaan.  Motion carried.

Soltysiak reviewed the map that was made to show what the uses actually were in the Township.  This map is not an official map, rather a reference to show what and how the Townships lands are being used as.

6. Other Business that may come before the Planning Commission

Smalley stated that MTS is having a class and it would be beneficial for the Planning Commission members to attend.

Looman mentioned that MTA is also trying to get some classes in place in Allegan County, hopefully on wind energy.

DeZwaan stated that she has not had any further contact with Mr. Hinz since there is no date available for him to come in and speak to the Planning Commission.  However, it would be beneficial to talk to him at some point.

7. Future Meeting Dates

Regular Meeting on March 31st.

Special Meeting on April 23rd.

Regular Meeting on April 28th.

Special Meeting on May 21st.

Regular Meeting on May 26th.

8. General Public Comment:  NONE

9. Adjournment

Motion to adjourn was made by Looman and supported by Gooding.  Motion carried.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:57pm.

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED BY KYLA BARE, GANGES TOWNSHIP RECORDING SECRETARY.
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