Ganges Township Planning Commission

Regular Monthly Meeting Minutes FINAL for May 26, 2009

Ganges Township Hall

119th Avenue and 64th Street

Fennville, MI, Allegan County

I. Call to Order and Roll Call


Chair Howard called the meeting to order at 7:00PM.


Roll Call:  Chair: Sally Howard – Present                    Commissioner:  Ed Reimink- Absent



      Secretary: Jackie DeZwaan – Present          Board Trustee:  Terry Looman - Present



      Commissioner: Barry Gooding – Present    



      Zoning Administrator Tasha Smalley was also present.

II.  General Public Comment


 There were no public comments.







III.  Correspondence










Copy of Jim Birkes resignation from the Planning Commission.


April Report to the Township Board – Howard stated that she made it a little more detailed.


Letters of thanks to Jim Birkes and Dawn Soltysiak for their service on the Planning 
Commission. 


Information for what needs to be sent to the Allegan County Planning Commission.

IV. Administrative Updates


A. Township Board:  Looman-reminder of the Budget meeting with the Township Board set for 
     May 27th, 2009


B.  Zoning Board of Appeals: Gooding-nothing to report.















C. Zoning Administrator:  Tasha Smalley -Mother's Trust ready to begin road construction that 
     
     had been approved.  They have one year to complete.

      V.   Business Session


A.  Approval of prior minutes:


      April 23, 2009- A motion was made by DeZwaan to approve the minutes of the 


      April 23rd Special  Meeting with corrections.  Seconded by Looman. Motion carries.


      April 28, 2009 – A motion was made by Gooding to approve the minutes of the 
 
            
      April 29th  Regular Meeting with corrections.  Seconded by DeZwaan. Motion 
  
            
      carries.
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 B.  Approval of Agenda


      Addition of dates for Minutes of prior meetings that were approved.


      Motion was made by DeZwaan to approve the May 26, 2009 Agenda with the


      addition of  the dates for the Minutes to be approved.  Seconded by Looman. Motion carries 
      unanimously. 

VI.    Zoning Ordinance Workshop

                 Continued review of Draft Zoning Ordinance.  Recommendations from the subcommittee for 
     the Special Land Use standards were reviewed and necessary changes made. Outdoor 
  
     recreation developments will need to be revisited.  Howard and DeZwaan will review notes  
     to see if changes talked about have been gone over, if notes disagree then they will touch 
    
     base on those issues before submitting this to the Board.


     Floodplain Overlay subcommittee reported that there was some language that could be 
   
     eliminated.  There is a need to add some things to the definitions for clarification. The 
 
     Floodplain Overlay Map is needed for owners to get insurance for those properties.  Smalley 
     voiced some concern that  according to Patrick Hudson this part of the ordinance may not 
   
     be written correctly.  Some terms used are not clearly defined.  Smalley will make 
 
  
     information from Hudson available before the next meeting.



     Site Condo- as a stand alone ordinance is an opinion not a requirement.


     With these subcommittee reports all subcommittees should be complete now and with only 
 
     five members now, these subcommittees would not be allowed.

VII.      New Business


  There was no new business.















  VIII.    Work Summary & Future Meeting Dates  


 June Special Meeting will be Thursday, June 18th  at 7:00PM at the Ganges Township 


 Hall.


 June Regular Meeting will be Tuesday, June 23rd  at 7:00PM at the Ganges Township 


 Hall.
                                                                                                                                                           









                                      
 IX.   General Public Comment


Patricia Birkes, 2344 Lakeshore Dr., made a comment about golf courses and the use of 
chemical applications, where they are not allowed but farms can use.


 XI.    Adjournment














   
      
Motion was made by Looman and supported by Howard to adjourn.  Motion carries 
      

unanimously.  Adjourned at 9:00PM.

















Respectfully Submitted,

           

Diana VanDenBrink

           

Ganges Township Recording Secretary
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