        GANGES TOWNSHIP BOARD

FINAL APPROVED
REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING

MINUTES OF JANUARY 11, 2005
Supervisor Hebert called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. at the Ganges Township Hall, corner of 119th Avenue and 64th Street.  Board members present by roll call attendance: Hebert, Yonkers, Reimink, Looman, Hutchins.  Absent: None.

Yonkers moved, Looman seconded, to accept the agenda as presented, with the clarification that item 10A, Soltysiak v Ganges Township, may result in a closed session of the Board with the Township Attorney.  Motion carried.

Correspondence presented as follows:

Dawn Soltysiak, 6322 113th Ave

12/15/04

Interest in Plan. Comm. position

Dolores Peterson, 1782 70th St

01/01/05

Plan. Comm. concerns & reappointments

Mary DeBenedetti, 1782 Lakeshore Dr
01/02/05

Plan. Comm. concerns & reappointments


Theresa Wiley, 6633 121st Ave

01/04/05

Plan. Comm. reappointments

Robert & Janice Firmiss, 1816 66th St
01/04/05

Plan. Comm. reappointments

Jim Birkes, 2344 Lakeshore Dr

01/04/05

Plan. Comm. reappointments

Marsha Maslanka, 1811 66th St

01/04/05

Plan. Comm. reappointments

Mr/Mrs Donald Maslanka, 6711 118th Ave
01/04/05

Plan. Comm. reappointments

Gwendolyn Shaw, 2210 70th St

01/05/04 (Rec=d.)
Plan. Comm. reappointment

Susan Pierson, 6944 Lakeshore Ct.
01/05/04

Plan. Comm. reappointment

Bob & Jackie DeZwaan, 2259 68th St
01/05/05

Plan. Comm. reappointments

Carmen Behn, 2276 68th St

01/05/05

Plan. Comm. reappointment

Robert Simonds, 2318 70th St

01/05/05 (Rec=d.)
Plan. Comm. reappointments

Phillip Badra, 2230 Lakeshore Dr

01/05/05

Plan. Comm. reappointments

Public Comments:

Dawn Soltysiak, 6322 113th Ave, stated she also sent a letter regarding the Planning Commission reappointments.  Neither the Clerk nor Supervisor received it.

Sue Pierson, 6944 Lakeshore Ct, feels the Planning Commission needs to reflect all different areas of the Township and interests should be balanced.

Phil Badra, 2230 Lakeshore Dr, asked what precipitated all the letter writing.

Robert Soltysiak, 6322 113th Ave, said he knew that Ron Bellenger and Ed Reimink were both up for reappointment and hoped they wanted to stay on since they have unique views.

Theresa Wiley, 6633 121st Ave, asked without term limits, when do new people get a chance to serve on the Planning Commission.

Dawn Soltysiak, 6322 113th Ave, stated a course she recently attended suggested a mix of people and we have a good variety.

Diana Maslanka, 6711 118th Ave, responded she wrote a letter because she=s attended meetings where there has been a lack of regard for the ordinances by some Planning Commissioners.

Hutchins moved, Reimink seconded, to approve the minutes of the regular monthly meeting of 12/14/04 as presented by the Clerk with correction.  Motion carried.

Reimink reported the balances as of 12/31/04 as follows:

General Fund




$360,640.63

Road Fund




  221,814.04

Ambulance Fund




    47,476.53

Fire Fund Checking



  191,234.69

First Responders Checking


    25,919.87

Building Admin.




    33,777.55


TOTAL CURRENT ASSETS

             $ 880,863.31

Hebert moved, Yonkers seconded, to accept the Treasurer=s report as presented.  Motion carried.

Hutchins moved, Reimink seconded, to approve payment of the bills dated 01/11/05 as presented by the Clerk from the following funds: General Fund - $12,762.88; Fire Fund - $7,475.00; First Responder Fund - $5,603.65; Building Administration Fund - $3,098.71; Ambulance Fund - $791.65; Road Fund - $18,212.81.  Motion carried.
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Hutchins moved, Hebert seconded, to approve payment of $267.00 to Kalamazoo Valley Community College for the First Responder Training course for Daniel Diepenhorst, whom did not attend.  Motion carried.  Yonkers will send an invoice to Mr. Diepenhorst for reimbursement.

Hutchins moved, Looman seconded, to have Yonkers submit the invoice from Winkel=s Communication for $260.00 to Allegan Central Dispatch for repairs to their radio/tower equipment.  Motion carried.

Yonkers moved, Reimink seconded, to approve payment of the remaining invoices of $367.50 to Winkel=s Communication for pager repair.  Motion carried.

Yonkers moved, Looman seconded, to approve attendance for the Board of Review members to the MTA training sessions in Grand Rapids on 02/14/05 at a cost of $70.00 per person.  Motion carried. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS
Fire Chief Compton reported the ISO process is continuing and all=s been fine.

Ken Zecklin, Safety Officer, was absent but submitted a monthly report of 16 runs and TB testing will be done in the next month.  Also arrangements are being made for HeartStart re-certification.  

Hebert moved, Reimink seconded, to authorize purchase of 4 pagers for the First Responder Unit from Winkel=s Communication at a cost of $450.00 each.  Motion carried.

Dick Hutchins reported the Ambulance Committee did not have a meeting.

The Assessor, Doug Darling, was absent and did not submit a report. 

Al Ellingsen, Zoning Administrator, was absent but submitted a monthly and yearly report as well as a job description for the Zoning Administrator position.

Don Karaus, Planning Commission Chairperson, reported a special work meeting is scheduled for 01/12/05 and submitted a monthly report and committee status.

Terry Looman, Transfer Station representative, reported the next meeting of the committee will be 01/14/05 at Clyde Township.

Marge Shelden, Library representative, was absent.

Dave Babbitt, County Commissioner, reported the County Budget approved the 2005 budget.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
Soltysiaks vs. Ganges Township - summary hearing date is 1/21/04 at 3:30 PM.

Hebert moved, Looman seconded, to enter into a closed session with Steve McKown, Township Attorney, to discuss the case.  Motion carried by roll call vote as follows: Looman - Yes; Yonkers - Yes; Hebert - Yes; Reimink - Yes; Hutchins - Yes (5/0).

Hebert recessed the regular meeting at 7:50 PM and the Board and Attorney moved to the back room of the Township Hall. 

Hebert re-opened the regular Board meeting at 8:25 PM.

Hutchins moved, Looman seconded, to authorize John Hebert, Supervisor, and Steve McKown, Township Attorney, to enter into settlement negotiations with Rodney Schermer of Scholten Fant, Soltysiak=s attorney, regarding Soltysiak v Ganges township, Case No. 03-34559-CZ.  Motion carried by roll call vote as follows: Hutchins - Yes; Reimink - Yes; Hebert - Yes; Yonkers - Yes; Looman - Yes (5/0).

Mr. McKown then provided an update regarding the Geerlings Circuit Court case regarding sand mining regulations  versus the Right to Farm Act.

Yonkers moved, Reimink seconded, to accept the revised bid dated 01/04/05 from Spencer Manufacturing Inc, South Haven, for the 2005 Jeep Brush/Grass truck for $31,516.00.  Motion carried by roll call vote as follows: Looman - Yes; Yonkers - Yes; Hebert - Yes; Reimink - Yes, Hutchins - Yes (5/0).  Add: Additional cost of vehicle caused by price increase of Jeep as of 01/01/05.  CY
Mr. Paul Schamblin from Code Enforcement Inc, provided the Board with a packet of information regarding services his company can provide including Zoning Administration and Ordinance Enforcement.
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Hebert reported he and Reimink met with Dave McKellips, McKellips Construction, Fennville, for a structural opinion  of the Township Hall.  The floor rafters seem good (have been reinforced in the past), the floor is solid, the meeting room section needs a new roof however the rafters/trusses are sound, and the window trim is rotting.  However, the building is solid but needs some repairs.   McKellips will also provide a rough estimate on remodeling of the back room so the Board can decide how to proceed.

The Road Commission has reported that the Blue Star Highway resurfacing project between 118th Ave and M-89 will not be done this year however the culverts north of 122nd Ave are scheduled to be replaced this summer.  

NEW BUSINESS
Hutchins moved, Hebert seconded, to approve the AMR contract dated 12/07/04 for three (3) years, to become effective April 2005.  Motion carried by roll call vote as follows: Reimink - Yes; Yonkers - Yes; Hebert - Yes; Hutchins - Yes; Looman - Yes (5/0).

Hebert moved, Yonkers seconded, to approve the paving of 120th Avenue from 66th St to 64th St.  Motion carried.

Yonkers moved, Reimink seconded, to accept the bid from Spencer Manufacturing, Inc., South Haven, for a Flat Bed for Pump Unit to be installed on the 1999 Ford Chassis, at a cost of $9,450.00.  Motion carried by roll call vote as follows: Hutchins - Yes; Reimink - Yes; Hebert - Yes; Looman - Yes; Yonkers - Yes (5/0).

Hebert moved, Looman seconded, to reappoint Ron Bellenger, 1219 62nd St, to the Planning commission, for a 3 year term expiring 02/02/08.  Motion carried.

Hebert moved, Hutchins seconded, to reappoint Ed Reimink, 6438 119th Ave, to the Planning Commission, for a 3 year term expiring 02/02/08.  Motion carried with Reimink abstaining due to family relationship.

Hutchins moved, Reimink seconded, to adopt the Allegan County Purchase of Development Rights and Creation of Conservation Easements Resolution (05-0001) as presented.  Motion carried by roll call vote as follows: Hutchins - Yes; Reimink - Yes; Hebert - Yes; Yonkers - Yes; Looman - Yes (5/0).

PUBLIC COMMENTS

Ron Bellenger, 1219 62nd St, stated he hopes the Board finds a qualified person for the Zoning Administrator position and someone who=s strong on enforcement.

Don Karaus, 2025 Brookhill Dr, asked if the Zoning Administrator position would be posted.  The Board is in agreement to post both the Zoning Administrator/Enforcement Officer and Building Official positions in both the Allegan County News and Holland Sentinel to gather interest.  The Board will discuss this at the next meeting.

Diana Decker, 1705 Lake Michigan Dr., stated Al Ellingsen wished to continue as Building Official.

Sue Smith, 6247 122nd Ave, asked how the Board decides on paving projects.  Hutchins responded that the Board has reviewed the number of residences on multiple streets and then reviews cost estimates vs. funds available.

Bob Simonds, 2318 70th St, feels Land Divisions should be determined by the Planning Commission.

Hebert moved, Looman seconded, to adjourn the meeting at 9:45 PM.  Motion carried.

Respectfully submitted,  

Cindy Yonkers,  Ganges Township Clerk
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