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           GANGES TOWNSHIP BOARD

FINAL APPROVED
REGULAR MONTHLY MEETING
MINUTES OF JULY 10, 2007
Supervisor Hebert called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. at the Ganges Township Hall, 1904 64th St.   Board members present by roll call attendance: Looman, Hebert, Reimink, Hutchins, Yonkers.    

Hebert opened the Public Hearing for the Glenwood Family Restaurant Beer and Wine Application and asked for anybody in favor to comment.  There were no comments.

Hebert then asked for those opposed.

Deb Emery, 1881 68th St, stated there are traffic problems on Blue Star now due to the high speed and they currently hear squealing tires from vehicles leaving the Glenwood Restaurant.  She doesn’t want alcohol to be served because it will increase problems.

Forest Tracy, Fennville, MI, stated the restaurant has short hours currently and does not intend to extend them much beyond 8 or 9 on weekends.  The intention is not to make it a bar and there is more high speed traffic on M-89.

Hebert clarified the permit would allow the serving of beer and wine with dining only; there will not be music or dancing.

Al Emery, 1881 68th St, stated two trees have been hit in their yard and there have been fatal accidents in that area of Blue Star.

There were no further comments and Hebert closed the Public Hearing at 7:05 PM.

The regular meeting was called to order at 7:06 PM.

Yonkers moved, Looman seconded, to accept the agenda dated 07/10/07 as presented with the addition of item 12.I. Library update and 12.J. Senior Care Services.  Motion carried.

Correspondence 

Randall Schipper, Cunningham Dalman PC
7/6/07

In regards to the sign at 121st
Public Comments 
John Tilton, 2060 Lake Michigan Dr, questioned a comment in the meeting minutes of 6/12/07 regarding the sign at 121st.  The minutes haven’t been approved at this point.
Six people spoke both for and against the sign and ruling regarding 121st Avenue.

Looman moved, Reimink seconded, to approve the special meeting minutes of 6/01/07 as presented.  Motion carried. 
Reimink moved, Hebert seconded, to approve the closed session minutes of 6/01/07 as presented.  Motion carried.

Hebert moved, Looman seconded, to approve the regular meeting minutes of 6/12/07 with correction to the sentence on Pg 1 regarding Mr. Tilton’s inquiry about the township installing the sign at 121st.  Correction: delete replace “board declined the request” with “board took no action”.  Motion carried.

Reimink moved, Hutchins seconded, to approve the special meeting minutes of 6/28/07 as presented.  Motion carried.

Reimink reported the balances as of 6/30/07 as follows:

General Fund




$458,647.60
Road Fund




  280,893.05
Ambulance Fund




    68,846.16
Fire Fund 




  239,469.04
First Responders 



    
    41,849.75
Building Admin.




    40,319.72
TOTAL CURRENT ASSETS

            $1,130,025.32
Hebert moved, Yonkers seconded, to accept the Treasurer=s report as presented.  Motion carried.

Reimink moved, Hebert seconded, to approve payment of the bills dated 07/10/07 as presented by the Clerk, from the following funds: General Fund - $6,292.68; Fire Fund - $942.04; First Responder Fund - $1,383.95; Ambulance Fund - $965.81.  Motion carried.
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Minutes of 07/10/07

Yonkers moved, Looman seconded, to approve payment of $550.00 to Phil Sargent for headstone repair at Taylor Cemetery.  Motion carried.
COMMITTEE REPORTS

Fire Chief Doug Compton reported 2 car accidents, 2 grass fires and an assist to the Saugatuck area house fires near Lake Michigan.  The chassis for the new fire truck has been delivered to Spencer’s.  Randy VanWinan, retired South Haven Fire Chief, will meet with John Hebert and Doug to review the NFPA code for us to adopt.  Repairs are needed on the Cascade system Air Compressor but the F.D. agreed to wait a bit in exchange for a $1,000.00 savings.  The new ISO person in Minnesota has located the Ganges information and testing videos and is now willing to review them for determination, instead of scheduling another series of tests, due to the backlog at ISO.
Ken Zecklin, Safety Official, was absent.
Dick Hutchins reported the Ambulance Board’s next meeting is in September.  

Al Ellingsen, Building Official, was absent but reported the pole barn at the Trumble property will be removed but the single-wide trailer does not meet the requirements for a “dangerous building” upon his inspection.  The Health Department may be able to do something more.
Ken Sargent, Cemetery Sexton, and Gary Holton, assistant Sexton, were both absent.
Barry Gooding, Planning Commission Chair, reviewed the recent meetings and said it was brought to the Commission’s attention that authority of agents/representatives of property owners must be confirmed prior to project review.
Terry Looman, Transfer Station representative, reported the next meeting will be 7/12/07.
Tom Jessup, County Commissioner, distributed his newsletter covering current topics being addressed by the Commission.
Jane Nally, Library representative, reported the Library will need a new roof and the millage rate may go up from .35 to .4 or so.
Marcy Formigoni, Casco Senior Care Coordinator, provided an update on a new transportation service available for Casco, Lee and Ganges senior residents for doctor appointments, groceries, pharmacy trips, etc, funded through the senior millage and grants.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

Hebert reported there are currently 4 distribution licenses in the Township and 2 on premise consumption licenses available but none have been issued.  The Glenwood Family Restaurant is not planning any expansion, closing hour would be 9:00 or 10:00 P.M., no music, dancing or entertainment would be allowed.
Yonkers moved by resolution, Looman seconded, that the request from Shirley Logsdon, Glenwood Family Restaurant, 1896 Blue Star Highway, Fennville, be considered for approval for a beer and wine on premises consumption license by the State of Michigan, Liquor Control Commission.  Motion carried by roll call vote as follows:  Hutchins – yes; Reimink – yes; Yonkers – yes; Looman – yes; Hebert – yes (5/0).
NEW BUSINESS

The Board discussed the current events involving the sign installed by Tiltons at the 121st  road end but took no action.  Hebert will contact the Allegan County Road Commission and Michigan DEQ regarding excavation required to keep the access open to emergency vehicles.  The Board is in agreement to complete whatever maintenance is required to keep the beach area accessible for fire/rescue vehicles.

Hebert moved, Yonkers seconded, to accept the bid from R. Smith & Sons, Inc. for $23,910.00 for the 2007 summer gravel program.  Motion carried.
PUBLIC COMMENTS 
Nine residents made comments regarding the 121st road end, signage, emergency use, and the transfer station.
Looman moved, Reimink seconded, to adjourn the meeting at 8:35 PM.  Motion carried.

Respectfully submitted,  

Cindy Yonkers, Ganges Township Clerk
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