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MI VOTER REGISTRATION
LOCATIONS TO REGISTER TO VOTE

Secretary of State Branch Offices, Local Clerks, Mail-In, Online, Voter Registration Drives, 
State of Michigan Department of Health and Human Services Offices (All which accept 

Medicaid Applications), Michigan Department of Corrections (MDOC)

ABBREVIATIONS
DL - State Issued Driver’s License (Proof of Citizenship Presented at Time of Application. If not citizen, “LT” for Limited 
Term is Added on DL or PID)

PID - State Issued Personal Identification Card (Proof of Citizenship Presented at Time of Application. If not citizen, 
“LT” for Limited Term is Added on DL or PID)

LT on DL or PIDs - Limited Term DLs and PIDs are issued in MI for legally present non-citizens-Limited Term means 
individual has a DL or PID issued for the duration they are legally present in MI

QVF - Qualified Voter File

SSN - Social Security Number (Last four digits optional on registration)

HAVV - Help America Vote Verification (Social Security Verification Database-Federal Government). HAVV is not 
a citizenship match. It verifies if the SSN is in their database. Non-citizens who are lawfully present in the U.S. are 
sometimes issued SSNs (e.g. if they are authorized to work).

IN PERSON VOTER 
REGISTRATION
May register in person up to and including  

on Election Day

Complete Voter Registration Form  
(Check “Yes” Box for US Citizenship)

Adds DL Full Number or PID Full Number OR add the 
last four digits of your SSN on Voter Registration Form 
(Reminder: To receive a DL or PID, proof of citizenship 

was presented at time of application for DL or PID)

If no DL or PID AND not using last four digits of SSN you 
are registering within 14 days of the election, proof of 
residency required-may be digital or paper (utility bill, 

bank statement, lease agreement, insurance documents 
(health, care, home, etc.), financial aid or school 

enrollment documents, paycheck or other government 
check or government document). No DL or PID required 
to register at any time up to and including Election Day.

Clerk enters registration into QVF.

If last four of SSN are given on registration form, 
registration is automatically processed through 

HAVV. HAVV either matches SSN or does not match 
to their database.

If not a match, voter is still registered to vote. When this 
is reported, the person may have already voted and no 
way to retract ballot and can continue to vote in future 

elections.

IMPORTANT: If a registrant does not have a valid MI 
issued DL, PID or SSN, and if the registrant presents proof 

of residency, registrant will be allowed to register to 
vote and then vote. Ballots are not provisional.  And, the 
voters then would be able to vote in future elections via 

absentee ballot or in person.

Even if HAVV is a match, some with SSNs are not US 
citizens and this is not checked.

If registration is the day of election, registrant 
completes registration form and is processed as above. 

HAVV is not able to verify that quickly to match SSN 
or not match SSN if registrant only uses SSN. Voter is 
permitted to vote. Ballot will not be marked, will not 
be a provisional ballot and will count without ability 

to remove such ballot with information regarding 
citizenship status after ballot is inserted into tabulator.

If registration is in person, any day, voter will not be 
flagged even if they are a non-match in HAVV and will 

have the right to vote.

MAIL IN 
REGISTRATION

ONLINE 
REGISTRATION

May register to vote via mail in registration up until 14 
days before election via Local Clerk only.  If form received 

by the SOS, SOS mails to Local Clerk for processing.

Complete Voter Registration Form  
(Checks “Yes” Box for US Citizenship).

Adds DL Full Number or PID Full Number OR Add the 
last four digits of your SSN on Voter Registration Form. 
Reminder: To receive a DL or PID, proof of citizenship 

was presented at time of application for DL or PID.

Local Clerk reviews form and enters form, if complete, 
clerk enters into QVF. No copy of DL or PID required.

If DL or PID is not valid, then clerk will contact voter 
to verify DL or PID number and/or ask for additional 

documentation.

If using last four of SSN and a non-match in HAVV, record 
will be flagged in QVF and voter will be required to supply 
additional documentation or vote a provisional ballot until 

additional documentation is received.

If not using DL or PID or last four of SSN, then must 
include document(s) showing proof of residency with 

mail-in application.

Voter may vote in any election moving forward. Voter 
may apply for permanent absentee voter (AV) status 

and never have to appear in person to verify registration, 
receive ballots and vote (result of 2018’s Proposal 3).

May register to vote up until 14 days before election.

Complete Voter Registration Form  
(Check “Yes” Box for US Citizenship).

Add DL Full Number or PID Full Number (Not Able to 
Use Online Registration if No DL or State ID) on Form. 
(Reminder: To receive a DL or PID, proof of citizenship 

was presented at time of application for DL or PID)

This form connects immediately to verify DL or PID 
is valid via State of MI Database. If not a match, it 

declines/rejects attempt to register to vote.

If approved, SOS adds to QVF and sends notification  
to Local Clerk.

Voter may vote in any election moving forward. Voter 
may apply for permanent absentee voter (AV) status 

and never have to appear in person to verify registration 
or voter identification, receive ballots and vote (result of 

2018’s Proposal 3).

In person registration permits individuals to satisfy the requirement to be a US citizen by checking “yes” next to the statement, “I am a United 
States citizen”. Individuals are also permitted to register to vote in person without a DL, PID or SSN up to and on Election Day. Ballots will be 

issued, as long as the applicant provides proof of residency (utility bill, bank statement, lease agreement, etc.). The voter may also be added to 
the permanent absentee ballot list and receive AV ballots for all future elections. Online registration requires a DL or PID.

If registrant or voter attempts to register to vote or vote in person without DL or PID or any other 
form of picture identification, voter completes, “Affidavit of Voter Not in Possession of Picture 
Identification” form swearing they are not in possession of identification and are able to vote.


